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In his book Wut of My Life and Thoughts Schweitzer recalls that 

when he announced his intention to leave for Africa his friends, colleagues9 

and relatives Wxpostulated with him on the folly of his enterprisen. For 

one who had so much to give, and who was then at the pinnacle of three 

careers, this epic gesture must have seemed like an act of renunciation 

that could only be described as foolhardy and absurd. 

By the time that he was thirty years old Schweitzer had earned three 

separate doctorates. Among his 

theology, philosophy, and musicology m important definitive works, 
A 

such as The Mystery of the Kingdom of Godw and "The Quest of the I$ist,orica 

Jesus", "The Fhilosophy of the Religion of Kant", and "J. S. Rach, the 

Musician-poet*, that will rema3n as literary landmarks in the history of 

er, concert or&nist 

he took up 

His energy was enormous. Whilst studying medicine at the University 

j, 
at Strassbourg, a grinding six ear course, he nranaged to continue as 

4 



Waitre de conference@ the&eological faculty and as vicar of St.,PNicolas 

- 
cathedral. During this period he also published a s' 

"51" 
olume work on Each 

t 
d 

and a classic book on the ticism of Ruil thehostle. He-that 
4 

he sometimes went to his organ studies in the morning without having been 

to bed at all. 

Mhy *did he renounce all this to go to Lambar&&as a do&o&&y&&& 

w tLl4bdiiwaa=2 
not as an evangelical missionary? He * A he 

A 
said, because he was tired 

of talk and wanted action. He Wchose; Africa because of early conversations 

with his father and because as a child he had been deeply impressed by a 

statue by Bartholdi of a Negro in chains that stood in the market place in 

colmar. Europe at this tims was just beginning to hear of the atrocities 

being committed by white men in Africa the baskets of human hands collected 'A 
I.- + 

by Leopoldts agents in the suffering and wastage of 

Life that had been inflicted by the slave traders, who counted themselves 

Lucy if 208 of their catch was brought alive to the coast, who 

of cargo space in the holds 

. 
who were thought to be not making adequate use of their investment if the 



slaves survived more than three years. The European conscience was 6E 
iy J 

stirring, the time for words was past. Medicine had 

that doctors could honestly say they were doing more good than harm. The 

hideous tropical afflictions were being catalogued and effective 

chemotherapy was being e 

Schweitzer chose Iambar&~because it was one of the most inaccessible 

areas of the world, an area heavily infected with sleeping sickness, 

elephantiasis, malaria, schistosomiasis, Fkamboesia, leprosy, and many 

Schweitzer had to promise the Psris missionary society that in Africa 

tc P he would remain as silent as a carp on theological matters. his 

was held by many to be dangerously heterodox. His doctoral thesis in 

medicine had been a critical evaluation of psychiatric studies of Jesus. 

And since childhood he had been in the habit of asking rational questions 

such as "if. the wise men brought such precious gifts, why were the parents 

of Jesus always so poor?. 

In 1913 before 
) 

leaving for Africa, Schweitzer had said to friends 

that he credited himself with health, sound nerves, energy, practical 

cczimon sense, toughness and prudence, and that he believed himself to be 
2 



quite capable of enduring the eventual failure of his plan. These qualities 

were soon tested. Arriving at Lambar% in 1913, he set up his first 

consulting room in an empty chicken hut in the grounds of the P otestant 

mission, brrt in 19l.4 the war started 
) 

and Schweitzer was pbc& under 

house arrest by the F'rench as an enemy alien, all h&s supplies 

and equipment so carefully purchased with his lifers earnings and the gifts 

of his skeptical friends were looted by those WC + o he had come to help. Later A 

on as the war became more bitter, he was transported back to France and 
2 

interned in a concentration camp where he became sick for the first time in 
2 

his life. 

In 1925 he returned to Africa with supplies to build a new and better 

hospital, purchased with the royalties of six more books and the honorariums 

of many lectures and concerts. Working to an undrawn masterplan, he built 

the hospital that stands today. 



53 
Schweitzer, the intellectual, pushed back the forest, planted the 

fruit trees, dug the welL(He told 1 fih7 Wter a certain depth had 

been reached, the walls were in danger of collapsi.ngJ 4 e ordered his 

men out and finished the well himself.) Schweitzer, the intellectual, 

taught the convalescent patients how to make string from cactus leaves and 

how to forge nails from old scrap iron, for in the jungle everything h 

v precious. It was a prodig;ous effort to supervise the 

sawing of lumber from the huge ironwood logs, the mixing of concrete wi 

stones%-; His vegetable gardens were a source of amazement 
_ .' 

. . . 
to the old Afri e River m 

-werebuilt illply 

the rr, Ogo 
B 

e today. 

The tricMe of patients soon grew to a steady stream, and Schweitzer, 

the mason and carpenter, labo s Surgeon and Dentist, as Obstetrician 

and pharmacist, compounding his own drugs and teaching the patients how 

to knit bandages. l?$e &ge of th e rimeval Forests Schweitzer recorded # 

how glass containers in which to dispense medicines became infinitely valuable. 

of the book B still moved to send him crates of old medicine 
64 

bottles. Schweit==uld solemnly pay duty on the incoming parcels of 



bottles, write in long??+nd a sincere letter of thanks, and then dump 
4 

% 
the bottles in the river, since m medicines 

A 
in individual bottles. 

In later years as the hospital grew and more doctors and nurses came 
t 

to assist him, Schweitzer would surve 

nAch wie 
2 

energy to build more accor&atior$for the patients and staff. 
4 

Schweitzer 

always managed to keep his eye on the main objective-to treat suffering 

Africans. The treatment remained the first priority; no one should be 

A- t?- 
turned away. Even IF._in his normal &ate of health, several 

parasitic diseases could be found and treated. No payment was asked other 

than a "coup de main** from those fit enough to work, and a token gift to 

the hospital. The tasks were tailored to suit the Africanst ability. The 

wives& the operated man 

floor. Other W would 
A 

to help scrub the operating room 

or the vegetable garden. Squads 

of the patientts relatives would be put to the endless ta;sk of keeping the 

jungle at bay. Others would help with the construction of new buildings. 

The effort required to organize and direct these work teams, often recruited 



amongst AfricanswhosephysicalandmentsJ.powers andwilltowork had 

been eroded by years of malnutrition, anaemia, and repeated fevers 
A 

absorbed 

w a large awunt of Schweitzer and his assistantdenergy, The exhortations 

to accomplish the task at hand often led casual observers and transitory 

visitors to th tzer was autocratic in his manner 

and dictatorial in his administration of the hospital. 

There are many strange customs unique to his hospital, and it is 

"/ 
sometimes difficult to tier&and Schweitzer's fundamental logic behind 

,.“ 
A each custom.mr instance, 

* 



The criticism has often been voiced that Schweitzer di 

A * 
the times. Visitors to the hospital hat Schweitzer had no 

power boat to move supplies and visitors to the hospital. 
- -.il 

In -2-c early day-s of the ho.@taJ. there wxze cue or two passc,qgr 

~;T-J~&,~ & jsz +@wmwtQ reaching the west coast of eq&torial Africa; m 
!9 - or three-day motox-boat trip up the Og- f? floe 

airfield near the hospital by airplane. FI=OlIl 

the dirt runway hem out of the &n&e there is a short ride by truck, if 

it is runniq, to the south bank of the southern fork of the river. 

Visitors to the hospital find the hospital came waiting fiop them at the 

riverls edge. This venerable cr&t 



It has been said that Schweitzer denied his patients modern +xqy and 

treatment and that the staxkrds of hygewere bourd to prejudice 

the patientat recovery. However, it should be 

of ;+,2 ~-~-~~&zrits. Sterility depends on the c are v%th which the instruments 

.- 7. 
l&i-r. 

- -LE. -ken are sterilized ratkzz tha31 on their color and polzkh. At 



be fed with food cooked in the 

folk, with the cooking potc x&uxed 

It 'has O~&II been asked why 
A 

train k.kicrrrs to 

staff Us hospital and other hospitals. One answermaybethat he came 

to wash their feet and to bind up their wounds himself, ud not to train 

othex to 20 the task that he ha L taken up in the me of aU white men; 
b-& ";;?ei=e i e. -J also the suggEstion ir, sane of Us writings that hew* 

c‘.i,,,-;.';ed ;- :: -,-i *' une AWLcans had reached the stage in their development when 

t2.L" trailiag wotid be successful. 

Schvi?itzer 2ak2a&i that "A siqle doctor in Africa, eveti with t%e 

he cm zxu?iish surpasses a hundredfold w&t he gives of his own Life ad 

the c()s'i ;;" the uateriaL support l2u.t he must have. Vith a few sbple 

&yv?;;, and sufficient skill aad a>sz.ratus for the most necessary operations, 

he cu, in a single year, free hundreds of'men from the gr%p of suffering and 

d-&z-> - n Ifthisbe true, fxna &z~or justify tw time out f'romthe 



&I-q&e y--;;? sCferisg and death to labor with an air-conditioniog plant 

for 2s c~xating roor;z? Caz he divert funds fra t'nc plirckase of life- 

sc,-i-;;-.-~~ CL-c;:c; to purchase the confor& of civilization for himself or his 

p~;t~~~lt~? rekiy in otha p&s of iifrica there cm be found several uhite- 

elapkmt hospitals, beautP,lXA. to lools at, but uxklerotaf'fcd and under-provided 

c-;w ? hd - .,bb 6nzs 3ecause the cost of btila has been so great that there vas 

nothing Is? over. 

On or_% nckable occasion, in April 1957, Schweitzer did take tine 

- *..j *A322 c-e UL rocdical and a&Uistrative duties in the hospital. For maqr 
21,'L; j-2 Ld becore increasingly CGnCmed about the riuclear arms race and 

CL-.-xnci &out the havoc being wrought on the genetic material of all 

-._. d* Ze was concerned that this beauti?uL world, tith all l&o myriad 

;;'x-zs of life, was being slowly end perzanezM.y altered. XkLtios~ of 

genes were taking place at a rate considerably higher than before z.'ne 

adven5 of rcan-zde ionizing radLations. Recognizing that there vas a rti 

risk that tile unrestrained arm race wou2.L degenerate Vito a cataclysmic 

holcccsv,~.; t&k could terminate all life on earth, he detemi.ned to use the 

1’ ,.-Lz @-van hia by the award of the BTobel Peace Prize to speak loudly and 

ciiL..rLy to au, who would listen. 

In or&r that he CO&% not ba accused of SW like a dotard, he 

set himselr3 to understanding the nechanisp of creatfon of radioactive 

,:lc;;lents FY a nuclear explosion, the injection of the radioactive dust 

c~~;.tzd i, atoxic explosions intd the,upper atmsphere, the pattern of 

2tiout of this radioactive dust, the routes of assZxx&lation of radio- 

ac;:ve isotopes into livizq tissue, the nodes of genetic and somatic 

i!.azge by high-energy radiation, and the half'-U,ves of the radioactive 



the ,nroXijle effects of the ez@o ~ioo of m&on boCbs in heavily populated 

c.re~ in a nuclc~ wax, studies T&L& o-a,ly a few nilitary men bd bothered 

list 02 L hose world leaders vho had pu?A.icly t&en a pocitios against the 

; 2x.5 I~W &UI.TUS statment "Peace or Atomic 

kr . ” Li; statenat, rov'iewing the discovery of radioactivity and X-rays 

at the c;d of the 19th century and the realization that these raps can 

to Lt0id.c testing on the grou&s tha,t 'Tic G* '. f this generation cxinot take 

rcsponsibiltiy for the collsequencas of a rtised background level of radio- 

activity an the gr~;c-;rations to corn." "Ye rust rmster L'ne insi&t, the 

serio-ssness, and the courage to Leave f'ol2.y stilil. face rea,Lity,n he said; 

“The end 02 fuPth.er exqp czx%a.nts with atodc boas would be l.Lke the ea.rly 

huroar;i-ty is longing for:" 

uncertainty and aider a period of 

re:~~..:& x~~lea? testing and further contamination of theatmosphere with 

rzL~ac-bivc fission products ayid carbon l'i, the b&-test treaty advocated 

by Schweitzer was forzukted md'thcn subscribed to by most of the natio, 

of the weld. This act has led 30 reduction of tensions and to an increased 
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